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Good luck to all our research scientists & UK
parliamentarians & civil servants taking part in our
Ly e pairing scheme this week #SciWestminster17 ow.ly
WS /FUAS309ZrM6
v




—

Brexit: No deal in Brussels after DUP torpedoes Theresa
May and Jean-Claude Juncker's Northern Ireland
agreement

The DUP said today it would block a leaked proposal to solve the Northern Ireland issue

Jon Stone Brussels | @joncstone | Monday 4 December 2017 17:09 |
1518 comments @ . . .



Royal Society pairing
scheme

Westminster
UK Government

» 40 pairs (scientists)

» Group activities
* Tours
 Selected committees
e Mock committee (Lords)
* Q&A with civil servants

» Shadowing time
e Politicians/civil servants

» Reciprocal visits




t Paired with my local MP
Stephen Gethins
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What have | learnt?

My motivation: understand how to promote evidence-based policy making

How parliament/government work
Parliament works under incredible time pressures

Different from my expectations:
e Accessibility
e Schedule/resources
* Role of civil servants in providing evidence
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Young Academy of Scc)tland
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* Founded by the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 2011

* Interdisciplinary, including professionals from outside research
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100% of YAS respondents say their

understanding of the workings of Parliament
Improved.

YAS members
said...

90% of YAS respondents say their scheme

Increased their likelihood of working with
Parliament again.




An MSP said:

“The YAS - MSP pairing has been hugely helpful to me
In understanding ways to remove barriers between
academia and research institutions which will assist
politicians in making informed decisions during the
legislative process.”




Challenges
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Encouraging
Time & Scheduling continued
engagement

Promoting the Limited to 5 members
scheme to MSPs Per year
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