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Royal Society pairing 
scheme

Westminster
UK Government

➢ 40 pairs (scientists)

➢ Group activities

• Tours

• Selected committees

• Mock committee (Lords)

• Q&A with civil servants

➢ Shadowing time

• Politicians/civil servants

➢ Reciprocal visits



Paired with my local MP
Stephen Gethins





What have I learnt?

• My motivation: understand how to promote evidence-based policy making

• How parliament/government work
• Parliament works under incredible time pressures

• Different from my expectations:
• Accessibility
• Schedule/resources
• Role of civil servants in providing evidence
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Young Academy of Scotland

• Founded by the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 2011

• Interdisciplinary, including professionals from outside research



The Reports



• Pilot with 5 pairs for 3 shadowing visits
• Parliament

• Constituency Office

• YAS member’s workplace

• Work on devolved matters

• Open to all YAS members (inc arts/humanities)

YAS MSP Pairing Scheme



YAS members 
said…

100% of YAS respondents say their 

understanding of the workings of Parliament 

improved.

90% of YAS respondents say their scheme 

increased their likelihood of working with 

Parliament again.



“The YAS - MSP pairing has been hugely helpful to me 

in understanding ways to remove barriers between 

academia and research institutions which will assist 

politicians in making informed decisions during the 

legislative process.”

An MSP said:



Challenges

Limited to 5 members 
per year

Time & Scheduling

Encouraging 

continued 

engagement

Promoting the 

scheme to MSPs
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